
Lucia GuGLieLmi

Landing on the 
BG Planet

piccola barca
Rome 2023



piccola barca editions

Original title: Sul pianeta di Bg, Rome 2021

Translation by Lucia Brandi and Amar Abdulmajid

Graphic Design by Letizia Di Sciullo

The illustrations of Giacomino the Cucumber, The Magic Mirror, 
Carolina the Ant, The Lion on holiday and Choo-Choo the train
are by Barbara Tersigni

The illustrations of the other fairy tales are by Simona Vecchini



To

marTa 
   and

 Sara





5

Presentation

D ear chi ld ren ,  dear  parents ,  r ead-

e r s  a l l ,

we  a re  happy  to  p re sent  you 

th i s  co l l e c t ion  of  fa i ry  ta l e s .  Wri t t en 

pages ,  which ,  however ,  were  born  as  o ra l 

ta l e s .  Al l  l i t e rature ,  a f t e r  a l l ,  was  born 

th i s  way .  For  example ,  in  anc i ent  Greece , 

in  the  8th  c entury  B.C .  and  even  ear l i e r , 

bards  sang  those  poems  that  would  even-

tua l ly  be  put  in  wr i t t en  fo rm in  the  Ho-

mer i c  poems  of  the  I l iad  and  the  Odyssey . 

So  our  wr i t e r  too ,  a  modern  s to ryte l l e r ,  en-

t e r ta in  he r  l i t t l e  g i r l s  with  these  s to r i e s , 

in  which  eve ryday  l i f e  i s  condensed  and 
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r e f l e c t ed  in  many  l i t t l e  he roes .  Storyte l l -

ing  means  open ing  hor izons  of  meaning . 

Fa i ry  ta l e s  do  th i s  l i ght ly .  They  combine 

s to ryte l l ing  and  p lay ,  words  and  laugh-

te r .  Human be ings  a re  ta lk ing  and  laugh-

ing  an imal s .

«Once  upon  a  t ime  …»:  fa i ry  ta l e s  a lways 

beg in  th i s  way ,  and  these  a r e  no  except ion 

e i the r .  Al l  o f  us ,  though ,  a t  l eas t  f rom a 

c e r ta in  age  on ,  have  wondered  but  “once” 

when?  For  us  adul t s ,  the  answer  i s  ob-

v ious :  a t  no  t ime!  These  a r e  fa i ry  ta l e s , 

pure  fantasy ,  a  de l ight :  r ea l i ty  i s  some-

th ing  e l s e .  Rea l  l i f e  a lways  takes  p lace  in 

a  spec i f i c  t ime .  Right  now i t ’ s  Sunday , 

9  o ’ c lock  and  8  minutes  in  the  morn ing . 
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But  are  we  sure?  “Once  upon  a  t ime”  i s  i t 

r ea l ly  t ime l e s snes s  o r  unrea l?  Could  i t  be 

that  t ime  i s  not  po inted  out ,  s imply  be -

cause  i t  r equ i r e s  us  be ing  tota l ly  immersed 

in  i t?  When  ch i ld ren  p lay  they  know th i s 

we l l ,  in  fact  they  fo rget  the  t ime  i s  pass -

ing  by ,  fo r  them an  hour  o f  p lay ing  s e ems 

l ike  5  minutes .  Does  th i s  mean  that  they 

a re  outs ide  t ime?  Don’t  they  rathe r  expe-

r i ence  t ime  more  authent i ca l ly?  Who ex-

pe r i ences  t ime?  Who watches  i t  f l owing 

f rom the  outs ide ,  fac ing  a  c lock ,  measur -

ing  and  ca l cu lat ing  i t?  Or  who  immerse s 

themse lves  in  i t ,  not  bother ing  on  how to 

cont ro l  i t ?  Which  i s  the  d ream and  which 

the  r ea l i ty?
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Enough  ta lk ing ,  now i t ’ s  t ime  to  s ta r t 

r ead ing  these  fa i ry  ta l e s ,  to  d ive  into 

them.  Who knows  maybe  th i s  “once  upon 

a  t ime”  turns  out  to  be  the  most  r ea l  space 

in  which  we  deep ly  encounte r  ourse lves 

and  othe r s . 

Happy  d iv ing!

      Mass imi l iano  Zupi

       Easte r  2021
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The Planet of BG

O nce upon  a  t ime  the re  was  a 

p lanet  inhab i t ed  exc lus ive ly  by 

ch i ld ren .  Not  o rd inary  ch i ld ren , 

but  r ea l  superhe roes .  Each  of  them had 

a  spec ia l  power :  some  were  ab l e  to  g row 

up  fas t ,  o the r s  d id  not  g row up  at  a l l ; 

the r e  were  those  who  d id  not  speak  fo r 

no  r eason  and  those  who  had  an  immense 

hear t .   But  a l l  o f  them,  r ea l ly  a l l  o f  them, 

shared  a  superpower ,  the  IN-SPITE-OF-

EVERYTHING.  They  d idn ’ t  know they 

had  i t  unt i l  i t  sudden ly  mani fe s t ed ,  in 

the  most  d i sparate  and  despe rate  s i tua-

t ions .  There  had  never  been  a  ch i ld  on  the 
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planet  o f  BG who  lacked  i t . 

I t  was  sa id  that ,  thanks  to  the  IN-SPITE-

OF-EVERYTHING,  the  l i t t l e  superhe roes 

had  become  even  more  powerfu l ,  they ’d  be -

come  unbeatab l e .  They  knew how to  laugh 

and  joke ,  they  r e jo i c ed  over  noth ing  and 

they  were  ab l e  to  t ransfe r  the i r  s t r ength 

to  occas iona l  v i s i to r s :  r e lat ives ,  f r i ends 

and  acqua intances ,  but  even  to  those  b ig , 

b lue  men ,  who ,  a l though  not  l iv ing  on  the 

p lanet  o f  BG,  eve ry  day  pa id  b r i e f  v i s -

i t s .  The  la t t e r  were  not  n i c e  at  a l l ,  they 

cou ld  not  be  t rusted .  A  smi l e ,  a  t ender 

word  and  then  down to  measur ing ,  rag-

ing  and  exper iment ing .  The  s t rugg l e  was 





14

becoming  more  and  more  demanding .  Our 

superhe roes ,  however ,  knew how to  de -

f end  themse lves ,  they  had  honed  a  thou-

sand  t echn iques :  d r eams ,  hopes  and  de -

s i r e s  were  the i r  da i ly  food .

Many  of  them had  one  day  managed  to  l eave 

fo r  o the r  p lanets  and  knowing  th i s  in -

s t i l l ed  conf idence  in  those  who  r emained . 

Sooner  o r  la te r  the  spacesh ip  would  pass 

fo r  eve ryone ,  they  f e l t  i t ,  and  i t  was  the 

r ight  charge  to  take  on  new ente rpr i s e s . 

Imposs ib l e  to  l i s t  them a l l :  somet imes  i t 

was  nece s sary  to  hone  a  sharp  sword ,  o th-

e r s  would  equ ip  onese l f  with  a  s turdy  a r -

mour ,  and  s t i l l  o the r s ,  on  the  hardes t  oc -

The Planet of BG

14



15

The Planet of BG

cas ions ,  when  pat i ence  l o s t  i t s  edge ,  t ime 

would  come  to  un leash  the  IN-SPITE-

OF-EVERYTHING.  And the re  was  none 

to  be  had .  What  t emperament ,  what  v ig -

our !  When  a  monste r  was  about  to  anni -

h i late  one  o r  an  ava lanche  bury  another , 

the  superhe roes  fought  with  the i r  heads 

he ld  h igh ,  without  lo s ing  hear t ,  wars 

were  won.

The  pr ize  at  s take  was  to  l eave  the  p lanet 

o f  BG .  But  fo r  eve ry  depart ing  superhe ro 

the re  was  inexorab ly  another  on  the  way . 

Do  you  want  to  know what  they  looked 

l ike? 
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Just  l ook  a round ,  even  today ,  and  on  eve ry 

p lanet  in  the  ga laxy  i t  i s  easy  to  f ind  a 

superhe ro ,  now grown up ,  who  s tands  out 

in  the  c rowd;  you  r e cogn i s e  h im because  he 

smi l e s  when  othe r s  weep ,  he  knows  how 

to  mock  l i f e ’ s  imper fec t ions  and  when  the 

go ing  ge t s  tough . . .  he  un leashes ,  without 

warn ing ,  an  i r r e s i s t ib l e  IN-SPITE-OF-

EVERYTHING.
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